RAMANUJA 



Ramanuja (AD 1017-1137) lived for 120 years, traversing the land 
from Tamil Nadu to Kashmir. People flocked to him to understand his 
unusual message: the path to ultimate bliss. High caste or low, 
wealthy or poor, Ramanuja turned no one away. The great Acharya 
who wrote scholarly commentaries on sacred texts like the Bhagavad 
Gita was first and foremost a simple-hearted devotee. He inspired 
the Bhakti movement that spread throughout the country. 
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AGOR/ KESHAVACHARYA, A DEVOUT BRAHMAN A OF SR/PERAMBUPUR 
| PERFORMED A ffRE SACR/F/CE AS HE PES/REP A S”W. ' 


IN DUE COURSE , HfS W/FE, KANT/AAA 77, 
GAVE B/RTH TO A SON. HER BROTHER, THE 
PtOUS SHA/LA PURNA, CALLED OH THE COUPLE 



* A VILLAGE NEAR MADRAS 


RAMANUJA GREW UP TO BE AN /NTEL LI- 
GENT BOY. H/S COUS/R GOV/NDA, WAS 
H/S CONSTANT COMPANION, i- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN RAMANUJA WAS S/XTEEN - 



RAMANUJA WAS MARRIED TO A BEAUTIFUL GIRL 


VI* 




RAMANUJA LEFT HIS ANCESTRAL ULLAGE AND SETTLED DOWN AT KANCHf WHICH WAS, (N 
THOSE DAYS, A GREAT CENTRE OF LEARNING . GOV/NDA WENT WITH HIM. THEY BECAME THE 
PUPILS Oh YADAVA PRAKASHA, A TEACHER OF RENOWN 
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RAMANUJA 



PARPON ME, SIR 
I THINK THE 
INTERPRETATION 
SHOULD BE .... 


BUT RAMANUJA WAS NOT ALWAYS HAPPY WITH THE 
TEACHING OF HIS GURU- 


HOW 


PARE 


YOU 


CORRECT 


YOU 


ME 


MAY 


STAY 


AWAY 


IF 


FIND 


PON 


YOU 


T 


Mir 


TEACHING 


ACCEPTABLE 


YADAVA COULD NOT FORGET THE 
INCIDENT 


RAMANUJA IS YOUNG 
AND BRILLIANT!" AMP HE IS 
CRITICAL OF OUR SYSTEM 
HE MAY LATER 
ESTABLISH A 
RIVAL 
SYSTEM. 


LATER HE CALLED HIS DISCIPLES TOGETHER. 




WE MUST KILL 

RAMANUJA IN THE 
INTERESTS OF OUR 
COMMUNITY! 


i Ufflfll 

“Sir#/*# jflft 


x 


zl 


v 


t«] 






/ 




OH 


,ii/L 


' f" 

I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



AS PLANNED, YADAVA SET OUT ON A 
PILGRIMAGE WITH HIS DISCJPLES . 



RAMANUJA! YOU 
MUST LEAVE THIS 
^ PLACE AT 
Y ONCE 


" WHY? ^ 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, 
.GOVINPA?. 


ON THE (MAY, THEY SPENT THE NIGHT UNDER 
A TREE. BEFORE DAYBREAK— 




RAMANUJA FINALLY YIELDED TO 
GOVfNDA '& PLEAS. 


BACKTO 
KANCHI ? WHO CAN 

GUIPE ME EXCEPT• 
LORP NARAYANA ? 



THEN HE SAW A FOWLER AND HIS WIFE. 


TO KANCHI. 
BUT I HAVE 


RAMANUJA 



THEY WALKED SOUTHWARD TOGETHER. 

SOME TIME j— - - 

LATER - / SON, YOU 




THE FOWLER COLLECTED SOME WOOD AND KINDLED A FIRE. THEY WERE ABOUT 
TO LIE DOWN TO REST WHEN THE WOMAN TURNED TO HER HUSBAND. 




I'M FEELING) 
THIRSTY. 


Hr 


CANT’YOU WAIT 
TILL THE MORNING ? 
IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND 
WATER IN THE PARK. 


IN THE MORNING, THEY GOT UP AND 
RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY. AS THEY 
PASSED BY A TANK - 



RAMANUJA PLUNGED INTO THE TANK AND 
REFRESHED HIMSELF. I- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THEN HE TOOK A HANDFUL OF WATER TO 





jf i *U1 V7.1 


RAMANUJA 



^ you SAY vou 

can't find 

RAMANUJA? 
WHERE PIP YOU 
vSEE HIM LAST? 


I SAW HIM 
WALKING 
TO WAR PS 
THE FOREST 
^ SIR. 


" LORD, IT WAS YOU ^ 
IN THE GUISE OF A FOWLER! 
YOU CAME TO SHOW 
ME THE WAY ! I ^ 
DEDICATE MY LIFE 
v TO YOU ! X 


RAMANUJA WENT STRAIGHT TO THE TEMPLE OF 
LORD VARADARAJA * 


MEANWHILE - 


* ANOTHER NAME FOR LORD VtSHNU 


ON HIS RETURN TO KANCHt, HOWEVER, 
VADAVA DfSCOVERED THAT RAMANUJA 
WAS VERY MUCH AUVE. | - 









































































































































































































A MAR CHITRA KATHA 



YAPAVA'5 /NV/TAT/ON AND 


RAMANUJA 


HE HAS NO \ 
RESENTMENT AGAINST 
ME. HE MAKES ME 
FEEL ASHAMED r 
VOF MYSELF. r-> 




A FEW DAYS LATER, THE LOCAL CH/EFTA/N 
SENT A .MESSENGER 70 YADAVA. 



YAP A VA WENT W/TH H/S P/SC/PLES 
NTS fNCANTA TIONS NAP NO EFFECT 
WAS FtNALLY RAMANUJA WHO 
EXORC/SED THE EV/L SP/R/T. 



BURNING W/TH SHAME AND JEALOUSY, 
YADAVA TURNED ON RAMANUJA AS 
SOON AS THEY WERE OUTSIDE, i- 
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RAMANUJA 



r I MEANT NO ^ 
DISRESPECT TO YOU, 
SIR.HER SUFFERING 
MADE ME.... A 


' l WANT NO 
EXPLANATION ' YOU 
WILL CEASE TO BE 
MY DISCIPLE 
k FROM TODAY ! a 








you have COME 

JUST WHEN I NEED 
YOU ! I AM IN GRE> 
\ TROUBLE ! 


IT SO HAPPENED THAT RANCH/ PURNA, A DEVOTEE 
OF LORD VARADARAJA, AND A FR/END OF THE 
FAM/LY, CALLED THAT DAY — 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, 
RAMANUJA? 




* 



>OU SHALL BE 
MY GURU ! PLEASE 
ACCEPT ME AS 
V/OUR PUPIL! A 


RAMANUJA TOLD H/M THE WHOLE STORY 


YADAVA ISA GOOD 

TEACHER.IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT TO FIND, 
\ ANOTHER. / 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


how cm 

I BE THE 
GURU OF A 
BRAHMANA? 


BEFORE GOP 
__ ARE EQUAL! WHO 
AM I,THEN,TO MAKE 
A PISTINCTION BETWEEN 
BRAHMANA ANP NOKJ-BRAHMANA? 




\ 






r* v 


vv 



r CHILD, YOU ARE N 
ALREAPY ON THE PATH 
OF TRUE LEARNING. 
SURRENPER YOURSELF 
TO LORP VARAPA. 
v HE WILL GUIPE 
'YOU. .Y2* 



50 RAMANUJA WENT BACK TO KAWC///. THERE HE 
BEGAN TV SERVE THE LORD BY DA/LY CARRYING 
WATER FROM THE LAKE TO THE TEMPLE, j- -3 


ONE PAY, HE HEARD A DEVOTEE 
REC/T/NG VERSES /NPRAISE 
OF THE LORD. r^I -1—- 


I WONDER 
WHO COMPOSED 
THOSE 
EXQUISITE f 
H_ VERSES• / 


RAMANUJA 


S I AM FROM ^ 
f SRIRANGAM. I AM 
! LOOKING FOR A 
DEVOTEE CALLED 
i RAMANUJA. WILL 
\\ YOU TELL ME 
\ WHERE I CAN A 
\ FIND HIM ? A 


I AM RAMANUJA. 
CAN I BE OF ANY 
SERVICE TO YOU 2 


RAMANUJA 



r MY MASTER, ~ 
YAMU NACHARYA.SENPS 
YOU HIS GREETINGS. 

. I AM MAHAPURNA, A 
kv HIS DISCIPLE . ^ 


YAMUNACHARYA J\] 
THEN THOSE VERSES 
YOU WERE RECrTfNG 

COMPOSED 




BY 


z 


HIM 




id 


YES, 

THEY WERE. 
WILL YOU COME 
TO HIM ? 


WILLINGLY! 


but when they went to SR/rang am - 


vu 


/THE HOLY 
ONE HAS DEPARTED 
FROM THIS 
WORLP. - 


\V 


/ ~ 

tMASTER! 


J 

m 

1 

p* 1 — 

p 

k~\ 1 

A 

1 1 

/ 1 

0 1 

/ ^2k\ 


RAMANUJA WAS EAGER TO 
MEET YAMUNA CHARYA 
WHOM THE SRfVA/SHNAVAS* 
CONSIDERED AS THEIR GURU. 


RAMANUJA . ... 

RENOWNED SAINT OF SR/RANGAM 




w 


HOW 
UNFORTUNATE 
I AM! 






1 



THREE FINGERS 
OF THE MASTER'S RIGHT 
HAND ARE FOLDED 
IN. WAS ITSO 


BEFORE 


* WORSHIPPERS OF LORD VISHNU 




1 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




70 PROPAGATE THE 
/ PATH OF PEVOTION TO GOP, 
WRITE A COMMENTARY ON 
\ THE BRA HM ASUTRA5*AN P 
PAY OFF THE DEBT 
TO PARASHARA. + 





THE FINGERS 
HAVE STRAIGHTENED 
OUT ! 


RAMANUJA 
IAS DIVINE 
INSIGHT ! 


RAMANUJA RETURNED TO RANCH/- 



*A PHILOSOPHICAL WORK WHICH EX PL A/NS THE ESSENCE OP THE UPAN/SNAPS- 
+A CHEAT SACE, FATHER OF VEDAWASA 


RAMANUJA 



AS YOU SAY, o 
KANCHI PURNA 


0/V£ PAY- 


RAMANUJA, LOOK 
FOR MAHAPURNA AND 
STUDY UNDER HIM, 
THIS IS THE WILL 
OF LORD 
v VARADARAJA. 




IT WAS MAHAPURNA . 


RAMANUJA , THE 
1VAISHIMAVAS OF SR I RAN GAM 
HAVE CHOSEN VOU TO 8E 
ACHAR</A*AND IT 
WILL BE MY TASK TO 
EQUIP YOU FOR THAT 
^ HIGH OFFICE. 


TO LEARN 
>OUR FE£ 


AT 


a 




W/YSV TH/S TASK 
WAS COMPLETED , 
MAHAPURNA RE¬ 
TURNED HOME . 
RAMANUJA WENT 
TO THE TEMPLE 
OP LORD VARADA¬ 
RAJA TO TAKE 
THE VOWS OP 
SANYASA . 


* PRECEPTOR 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



RAMANUJA'S FAME SPREAD PAR. HE ATTRACTED MANY 
PfSC/PLES ., DASHARATHI AND KURESHA BEING THE IMPORTANT 
ONES. ONE DAY YADAl/A PRANASHA HIMSELP CAME TO HIM. 


THE OTHER NOTABLE CONVERSION TO 
RAMANUJA'S TEACHING WAS YAJNAMURTI, 
A RENOWNED SCHOLAR OP THE TIME. 


KAAWJLUA, you 
ALONE CAN 6H0W ME 
THE RIGHT PATH. ACCEPT 
ME AS YOUR 
DISCIPLE. 


ONE DAN, THE 5R/VA/5HNAVAS OP GRIRANGAM 
CAME TO RANCHI TO CLAIM RAMANUJA 
POR THEIR TEMPLE. 


a 


\ 


MASTER, WE ARE 
WAITING FOR YOU. PLEASE 
DO NOT DELAY ANY 
FURTHER. COME AND 
SETTLE DOWN AT 
SRIRAN GAM. 


e. 




V 


BEPORE RAMANUJA COULD ANSWER, THE 





THE DEVOTEE WHO 
HAD STEPPED 
FORWARD WAS RANGA 
PERUMAL t A GREAT 
US ID AN OF THE TIME 
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RAMANUJA 


RANG A PERUMAL WENT TO KANCH/. AT THE 


TEMPLE OF VARADARAJA, HE BEGAN 
TO SING DEVOTIONAL SONGS. I - 



WHAT A 
MELOPIOUS 
. VOICE! > 


THIS IS 
A NEW 
EXPERIENCE 
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WHEN HE HAD FINISHED , THE CHIEF PRIEST 
TURNED 70 HIM . 


SIR , NEVER 
BEFORE HAVE 
WE EXPERIENCED 
SUCH JO/. TELL 
US HOW WE | I 
REWARP YOU. 
ASK FOR 
ANYTHING! 


\ 





LET ME TAKE " 
ACHARYA RAMANUJA 
WITH ME TO 
v SRfRANGAM! 




\J BUT THE PEOPLE Of RANCHI HAD 
70 RESPECT THE PROMISE MADE. 



RAMANUJA RECEIVED A 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





GOSHT/ PURNA WHISPERED 
tN HIS EAR — 


• • • • « 


O/VN NAMO \ 

NARAYANAYA* j 

# 

/ 



RAMANUJA 



ENRAGED GOSH 7! PURHA SENT FOR 
RAMANUJA. 



THE NEXT MOMENT, GOSHTf PURNA~^\ 

EMBRACED RAMANUJA . - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


_ OF LORD RANGANATHA WASBEJNG CELEBRATED AT 

SR/RANGAM. AMONG THE CROWD OF DEVOTEES WAG DHANORPASA ,THE KLNG'S 
\GUARD. ALONG WfTHH/S 




THE OTHER PEVOTEEG WERE SHOCXEP BV 
DHANlfRPASA'S BEHAV/OUR. Fn 


SHAMELESS 


man 


SHOULP HE y 
MAKE A PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION OF HIS 
LOVE FOR HIS , 
V WIFE ? y 






WHEN ONE OF THE D/EC/PLES PREIN 
RAMANUJA'S ATTENT/ON TO PHANUR 
DAS A 'S BENAVLOUR — 


PON'T SCOFF AT HIM. A MAN 
WHO IS CAPABLE OF ABUNDANT 
LOVE, OBLIVIOUS OF HIS 
SURROUNDINGS, IS NOT 
EASILY TO BE FOUND. 

BUT THIS LOVE SHOULP 
BE DIRECTED TO 
THE RIGHT GOAL- 
GOD! 






RAMANUJA 



DO YOU KNOW THERE IS 
ONE OTHER WHOSE BEAUTY 
\ IS GREATER THAN YOUR 
WIFE'S ? y 


y I WILL ^ 
BELIEVE YOU 
ONLY WHEN YCX 
SHOW ME THIS 
V OTHER. 



RAMANUJA TOOK HIM TO THE INNER SANCTUM 
OF THE TEMPLE, i - 


DHANURPASA STOOP 
MOT/ONLESS, AS HE 
BEHELD THE LORD. 


LOOK ON THE LORP ! 
HE IS THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL . 4 
ONE! HE IS t £ L 
EVERLASTINO ! fjfrJr 


THE NEXT MOMENT 


you HAVE OPENED > 
MY EYES. AS I BEHELD 
THE LORP I EXPERIENCEP 
A NEW KIND OF JOY! > 


MY LORP! 


DHANURPASA AND H/S W/FE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE HE XT MORNING AS THEY ACCOMPANIED 
THEIR MASTER 70 THE RIVER - 



RAMANUJA AND HIS DISCIPLES 
BA THED IN THE RIVER. .. 





OF WHAT USE IS 
A PIP IN THE HOLY 
KAVER I IF WE TOUCH 
A MAN OF LOW CASTE 
t AFTER BA THING ? , 


.. AND SET OUT AO AIN FOR THE MATH. * I 


LOOK! THE 
MASTER IS WALKING 
WITH HIS ARM AROUNP 
V PHANURPASA! 


- 


RAMANUJA WAS NOT UNAWARE OP THE 
GROWING RESENTMENT AMONG HIS 



ONE DAY, AFTER THEIR DIP IN THE RIVER, THE I 
DISCIPLES RETURNED TO THE MATH 70 
CHANGE INTO DRY CLOTHES 


* A MONASTERY 



RAMANUJA 




YOU SUSPECT 

PHANURPASA » THEN GO TO HIS 
HOUSE TONIGHT WHILE I KEEP 
HIM ENGAGEP IN A LONG PIS - 
CUSSION. STEAL HIS WIFE'S 
ORNAMENTS. YOU WILL 

THEN HAVE MORE 
THAN WHAT YOU / THAT'S 
LOST. HOW WE'L 

TAKE OUR 
REVENGE 


GOOP 


fll 


ON HIM! 




THE DISCIPLES VERY SKILFULLY REMOVED 
HIS WIFE'S ORNAMENTS^ | — - 



SUDDENL y — 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 












RAMANUJA 




BUT YOU TURNED OVER 
BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT TH_ 
ORNAMENTS WERE YOURS AND 
YOU COULD GIVE THEM AWAY. MY 
DEAR, YOU MUST ROOT OUT 



THE PfSC/PLEB REPORTED ALL TH/S 70 
RAMAHUJA. 


r TO TEST YOU I HAP 
YDUR CLOTHES, MERE CLOTHES, 
HIDDEN. AND YOU LOST YOUR 
TEMPER. YET YOU HAVE SEEN 
OW DHANURDASA AND HIS 
WIFE REACTED TO THE 
LOSS OF THEIR VALUABLE 
ORNAMENTS ! 








































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAMANUJA USED 70 TREAT ALL, EVEN 
CHILDREN W/TH RESPECT. ONCE , A GROUP 
OF URCHfNS WERE PLAVtNG'THE TEMPLE 
GAME*ON max 


m 




THE CHILDREN GA THERED DUST AND 


OFFERED /T TO A PASSER-BY. 




THE MAN THREW IT AWAY, LAUGH/NG — 



WHEN RAMANUJA CAME THAT WAY 


HE PROSTRATED HIMSELF BEFORE THE 
TEMPLE ^. r --- 
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RAMANUJA 




LATER RAMANUJA WENT TO 
T/RUPAT/ ON A PILGRIMAGE. 


WHILE HE WAS WALKING HOME FROM THE TEMPLE 


WHAT'S THIS i u 
A MAN PUTTING HIS 
HAND INTO THE 
MOUTH OF A J 
L - SNAKE ? ft 


LORD 

VENKATESHA! 


JUST A MOMENT \ 

I AM REMOVING A THORN 
WHICH HAS GOT STUCK 
IN THE TONGUE OF THIS 


it's you, . 

GO VIN PA i / 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





THEY RETURNED 70 SR/RANGAM — 


~7 --— 

I HAVE A WORTHY DISCIPLE 
GOVINPA. MOW IS THE TIME 
, J FULFIL THE PLEDGE TO 
YAMUNACHARVA. I MUST 
WRITE THE COMMENT¬ 
ARY OM THE 
BRAHMASUTRAS. 


RAMANUJA LEFT W/TH H/S D/SCJPLES FOR 
FAR-AWAY KASHMIR,TO PROCURE AND 
STUDY AN OLD COMMENTARY ON THE BRAHMA 
SUTRAS BY THE PH/LOSOPHER, BODHAYANA. 








ON REACHING KASHM/R, HE CALLED ON THE 
SCHOLARS THERE, AND TOLD THEM WHAT 
HE WANTED. BUT — 
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RAMANUJA 




WE BOM 
TO YOUR. 
WISHES, 


THE KING WAS VERY IMPRESSED BY THE 
FORCE OF RAMANUJA'S ARGUMENTS AND 
BY H/S PERSONALITY. 


THE ACHARYA 
IS RIGHT. GIVE HIM 
THE WORK OP BODHA¬ 
YANA. HE CAM TAKE 
IT TO SR/RANGAM. 




Wj m 




THE NEXT DAY THEY BEGAN THE/R 
JOURNEY BACK TO SR/RANGAM . 


SURRBNDERTHE ' 
WORK, IF YOU VALUE 

v YOUR LIFE! ^ 




























































































































































































amar chitra katha 


~TH£ PRECIOUS WORK WAS TAKEN A WAY BV p ORCE. BUT 

ACH ARYA, PONT WORRY 
I SPENT THE WHOLE NIGHT 
REAPING IT. I HAVE 

V MEMORISEP EVERY 
WORP. 


THUS 


HOWGLAP I AM 
TO HEAR YOU SAY 
THIS, KURESHA' 






AT SR/RAN&W, KURESHA MADE A COPY 

OE &OOHAYANAS COMMENTARYFROW 
MEMORY RAMANUJA STUDIED FTAND 
WROTE 'SRtBNAS/fYA*A COMMENTARY 
ON THE 3RAHMASHTRAS. |K&gli£Bir i 



RAMANUJA ALSO WROTE "VEDAR7HA 

sangrahata work on the upan/shaps 

THE 'GfTA BNA&NYA7A COMMENTARY 
ON THE GOA. AND OTHER WORKS. 



WREN RAMANUJA WAS SEVENTY-NINE YEARS 
OLD, HE HAD TO LEA VE SRfRANGAM AS THE 
KINO HAD BEGUN TO PERSECUTE THE 



HOWEVER, HE RECEIVED A WARM WELCOME 1 
LN THE HOYSALA K/NGDOM /N KARNATAKA. 
KfNG Brrr/DEVA HfMSECE RECEIVED HIM. 

MASTER, NAVE 7 
KARNATAKA YOUR 
HOME AND BLESS 
US. 




y 


i 3 KZtfW.j'j Mn r~ 

BITTIPEVA BECAME RAMANUJAS 

PISCIPLE ANP ASSUMED THE 

NAME VISHNU vardhana 
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RAMANUJA 





LAYERS OF EARTH WERE DUG AWAY AND. 


1 / 

' flE. l\ ^ V 

p 








... RAMANUJA BENT DOWN ANP RETRIEVEP 
AN /POL OE NARAYANA. (- 



PON'T WORRY. 

I WILL BRING IT 
BACK! J 


RAMANUJA HAD A TEMPLE BUILT THERE AND CONSECRATED THE LDOL. LATER. SOME 
ELDERS OE YAPU- 


GLR! CAME 70 HIM. 


YEARS AGO, WHEN INVADERS 
RANSACKED YADUGIRL WE MANAGED 
TO HIDE TWO IDOLS. YOU HAVE 
FOUND ONE.THE OTHER IDOL OF 
RAMAPRIVA IS IN PELHI, IN THE 


HOUSE OF A MUSLIM 
NOBLEAAAN. 


* THE MODERN MEL ROT, NEAR MYSORE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




HE HAP SECONP 
THOUGHTS AFTER YOU 
LEFT. HI6 DAUGHTER 
\ WANTS IT BACK. A 


GIVE US' 
BACK THE 
v IPOL! y 


BUT THE >c 
NOBLEMAN 
HIMSELF GAVE 
IT TO /ME ! 7 


THEN, A 


LOOK f THE 
HOLY ONE IS 
SURROUNDED 1 


QUICK! 
TO THE 
RESCUE! 


RAMANUJA 



THEY FELL l/PCW THE RALDERS FROM 
PELHL AHP PROVE THEM AWAY, i- 


V LORP NARAYANA 

IS PLEASED WITH YOU 
COME TO THE TEMPI 
AND RECEIVE HIS 
BLESS1NG6 \ 




RAM A/VUJA THREW OPEA/ THE TEMPLE OF T/RC/ A/A RAY AH A AT YAOUG/R/ TO ALL CASTES. 



L ATER, RAMAHUJA RETURNED 70 SR/RANGAM, WHERE HE 
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